
 As you see, No-
vember will be a busy 
month! As the holi-
days near, I hope that 
everyone has an op-
portunity to enjoy 
quality time with 
friends and family. We 
all have so much to be 
thankful for and I am 
certainly thankful to 
serve as the principal 
of Pinebrook! 

Go Pumas! 

Warmly,  

Mr. Thiessen 

Incredibly, the 
month of November 
is upon us! Is it me or 
does the school year 
seem to be quickly 
passing by? Pinebrook 
has been a very busy 
place during the last 
few months! Just re-
cently, we had a very 
successful and fun-
filled Fall Festival. It 
was great to see such 
a large turnout! 
Pinebrook families 
enjoyed the beautiful 
weather and played 
awesome games, 
noshed on the yummy 
food and of course 
exper ienced the 
haunted house! A mil-
lion thanks to the 
dedicated members of 
our PTA who spent 
many hours planning 
and implementing this 
annual celebration for 
our children! 

Speaking of the 
PTA, please be sure to 
join us on Friday, No-
vember 22 for a night 
of BINGO!!! This is 
always an exciting 
event for students and 
parents alike! Don’t 
forget to bring your 
lucky charms! 

During the week 
of Nov. 18 we’ll be 
celebrating American 
Education Week. 
Teachers and students 
have prepared lessons 
that incorporate an 
element of STEAM. 
Please come and see 
what we’ve been 
learning!  Also, sec-
ond grade is having 
their annual Native 
American perfor-
mance on Monday 
and Tuesday night 
duing American Edu-
cation Week. Please 
stop by! 

FROM MR . THIESSEN …  
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NOVEMBER AT  

GLANCE 

 Nov. 13—Report Cards 

 Nov. 14—Picture Retake 

 Nov. 18-19– 2nd Grade 
Native American Program 

 Nov. 22—Bingo Night 

 Nov. 27-29—No School-
Thanksgiving Break 
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Scholastic Book Fair: 

  Thank You:  A great big 
thank you to all of the parent 
volunteers who helped set up 
and pack up the book fair.  It 
is a huge job and many hands 
did in fact lighten the 
load.  Also, thank you to all 
of the parents who purchased 
books for the classrooms from 
the Teachers’ Classroom 
Wish Lists.  A total of 49 
books were purchased, which 
is awesome!  

 

Turkey of the Year:  

Our first reading incentive for 
the 2012-13 school year be-
gan on October 24th and will 
continue through November 
20th.  All students received an 
information sheet about this 
reading incentive in their 
Thursday folder on October 
24th.  Please encourage your 
child to fully participate in 
this fun reading incentive.  
The 2013 Turkey of the Year 
will be revealed on Friday, 
November 22, 2013.  

Library Volunteers:   

A big thank you to all of our 
wonderful parent volunteers 
who helped out in the library 
during the month of Octo-
ber.  The hour you spend 
getting all of the books orga-
nized 
and put 
back on 
the 
shelves is 
a great 
help. 

 

child’s career dreams, it’s a 
great time to ask. This year, 
Career Day was held on Mon-
day, November 11 and we had 
a wonderful 
turn out. 
Thank you to 
all our Career 
Day volun-
teers! We 
know how 
precious your 

It’s never too early (or too 
late!) to start thinking about 
what you want to be when 
you grow up. This month’s 
guidance lessons focus on 
career exploration. It’s al-
ways a lot of fun for us to 
learn about what our students 
want to be when they grow 
up and how they envision 
their future. If you don’t 
already know about your 

News You Can Use @ Your Library… 

News from Your School Counselors       

JUST RIGHT BOOKS FOR YOUR CHILD 

although life schedules can be 
jam-packed, be sure to set 
aside time for reading.  Sug-
gest that your child bring 
along a book in the car to 
read in between activities, 
practices and/or appoint-
ments 

3. Provide variety: graphic 
novels, poetry, novels, and 
magazines – the possibilities 
are endless.  Be sure to allow 

your child to choose his own 
books.  Ninety- one percent 
of children say they are more 
likely to finish a book they 
picked themselves. 

Here are some additional tips 
for keeping your child en-
gaged in reading. 

1. Match your child’s inter-
ests with a nonfiction book: 
from origami to sports, cook-
ing to pet care, nonfiction 
books not only provide infor-
mation but also give children 
the opportunity to try new 
things for themselves. 

2. Give children time to read: 

“The mind is not a 

vessel to be filled, 

but a fire to 

ignite.”  - Plutarch  
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By Denise Higgins,  
Cheryl Gamble, and  

Dhalia Monsour 

Melissa Roberts, Heather Ross, and Jill Bidwell 

time is and we feel hon-
ored that you spent it 
with us. 



Classroom teachers can never 
stress enough about the im-
portance of learning basic 
math facts.  It can be a lot to 
practice, and it sometimes 
can be difficult and lead to 
frustration for everyone in-
volved.  Teachers are always 
trying to come up with new 
ways to make learning basic 
math facts fun and enjoyable 
for students.   Here at 
Pinebrook, we are trying 
something new, that the stu-
dents seem to enjoy thus far.  

We are using a subscription 
web-based program called 
Reflex Math.  This great pro-
gram helps students learn 
their facts quickly by using 
games, tutorials, and other 
activities.  The students each 
have their own account and 
use it weekly in school, and 
can also 
use it at 
home.  So 
far, sec-
ond 
through 

fifth grade have been using it 
and first grade and kindergar-
ten may start using it later 
this year.  Ask your child 
about it and have them show 
you how it works. 

www.reflexmath.com  

The second grade is learning about Native 
American tribes of Virginia.  They will present 
songs, games and dances about the tribes.  In 
art class they are making vests and headbands 
to wear in the program. 
We welcome all family and friends to these 
performances.  Non-perishable food will be 
collected on each night to be donated in behalf 
of all second graders. 

**Third Grade performance will be presented 
on December 9 and 10, 2013. ** 
**More information will follow** 

Our second grade students will be the first to 
perform this year for our parents.  Please note 
that there will be two performance nights. 

Monday, November 18 at 6:30 PM:  
Dr. Avery’s classes:   
Mr. Corbett, Mrs. Johns, Ms. Mignone, and 
Mrs. Roth’s classes 

Tuesday, November 19 at 6:30 PM: 
Mrs. Hoffmaster’s classes:   
Ms. Doehler, Ms. Kolesar, Ms. Reed, and 
Mrs. Thompson’s classes 

Technology News:  Reflex Math       Jenna Krause 

MUSIC MATTERS!  by Pat Avery, Pam Hoffmaster, and Linda Murphy 

ArT           Donna Johnson and Kandyce Blackstock 

vests for the second grade 
performance.  Third graders 
completed cave drawings 
and are working on a pro-
ject inspired by Edvard 
Munch’s The Scream.  Fourth 
graders created beautiful 
fall leaf projects in multiple 
steps and will be working on 
Gustav Klimt inspired pat-
terns and Medieval Illumi-
nated letters.  Fifth graders 
have been working on fall 
themed collograph prints 
and Tunnel Books about 
themselves. 

Mrs. Blackstock’s students 

will be working on the fol-
lowing:  1st graders will be 
working on abstract art 
while exploring color theory. 
2nd graders will create art 
with their hands while using 
patterns and an analogous 
color theme. 3rd graders will 
begin painting whimsical 
animals. 4th graders are 
looking at stained glass for 
inspiration for their water 
colored landscapes. And fifth 
graders will be flying high in 
their hot air balloon one 
point perspective projects.  

Thank you for all the sup-
port for Original Works this 
year…your orders will get 
sent home as soon as they 
come in! Mrs. Johnson’s stu-
dents are busy beavers!  First 
graders completed our first 
painting project with fall 
reflections.  We are working 
on paper owls and will be 
working on a primary color 
project and patterned land-
scapes.  Second graders cre-
ated large leaves inspired by 
Georgia O’Keefe and a Mex-
ican Day of the Dead Paper 
Sugar Skull, next up are 
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“This world is but a 
canvas to our  
imagination.”    
 
Henry David Thoreau  

http://www.reflexmath.com
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/h/henrydavid109604.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/h/henrydavid109604.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/h/henrydavid109604.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/h/henry_david_thoreau.html


Studies have shown -- and experience has supported -- that children 

who learn a language before the onset of adolescence are much more 

likely to have native-like pronunciation. A number of experts attrib-

ute this proficiency to physiological changes that occur in the matur-

ing brain as a child enters puberty. Of course, as with any subject, 

the more years a child can devote to 

learning a language, the more competent 

he or she will become. Regardless, intro-

ducing children to alternative ways of 

expressing themselves and to different 

cultures generally broadens their outlook 

and gives them the opportunity to com-

municate with many more people. In a world where the Spanish lan-

guage is the second most spoken tongue, there is little doubt that 

learning Spanish can be an advantageous undertaking to your chil-

dren.  There is without doubt that language acquisition for our chil-

dren in Loudoun County will have a clear and favorable position over 

those who are only English speakers. 

 

EL CALENDARIO AND ALL ABOUT ME PROJECTS: 

4th Grade:  These past weeks the students have shared the weather 

from many places in the world.  It has been great to watch their 

presentations.  Some great posters, Power Points and some magnifi-

cent videos have been shared by many.  I am very pleased to hear 

them express themselves in Spanish and see how fast they are getting 

and using the vocabulary learned in class.  It is a joy to teach your 

children! 

5th Grade:  These past weeks the students have shared about them-

selves through their presentations.  I have learned about their favor-

ite animals, colors, sports and even food.  We have many creative 

students and great speakers.  I encourage all of them to use their 

Spanish as much as possible since I only get to see them once a week. 

This month in FLES  we 

will begin to cover 

the following 

themes: 

4th Grade:          

Animals 

Farm and zoo animals, colors and 

descriptions of animals, likes and dis-

likes.  Students are working in creat-

ing complete thoughts with vocabu-

lary and Symtalk. 

 

5th Grade:  

Sports and Hobbies  Favorite 

sports, Favorite hobbies, Telling 

Time.  Students are working on cre-

ating complete thoughts with vocab-

ulary and Symtalk. Reading in Span-

ish using clues and familiar vocabu-

lary.   

¡Bienvenidos!   Luisa Quintero 
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Why Is It Better for My Child To 

Learn a Language in Elementary 

School? 



Verbal talent may be 
described in general terms as 
an adeptness with language.  
More specifically, it involves 
a child’s precocity, intensity, 
and complexity with regard 
to reading, writing, speak-
ing, and listening.    

The behaviors exhibited by 
verbally talented children 
reflect passion, depth, and 
breadth.    They choose to 
read and write for pleasure, 
and the outcomes are notice-
ably more sophisticated than 
those of others.   

Listed below are a few ways 
parents can help children 
develop their verbal abilities 
at home. 

Read aloud to them even 
after they are capable of 
independent reading.   
Listening to stories and po-
ems that are read aloud helps 
children develop vocabulary, 
a sense of the structure and 
rhythm of language, and a 
storehouse of literary experi-
ences from which they can 
draw.    

Create a family environ-
ment and time for read-
ing. Children who grow up 
in homes where the adults 
are readers are likely to de-
velop that habit.   Adults 
should serve as models for 
the enjoyment of books.  

Introduce them to the 
magic of the public library 
as soon as they are old 
enough.  

Have a collection of books 
and audio books available 
in places like the car so 
that they always have ac-
cess to them.  

Encourage them to broad-
en their reading selec-
tions.   Children who are in 
a rut reading a particular 
series of books may be per-
suaded to read more chal-
lenging books in a related 
genre.   Additionally, chil-
dren who read and reread 
their favorite books rather 
than moving onto other lit-
erature may be nudged to 
expand their literary hori-
zons.     

Parents of children who are 
verbally talented may want 
to look into supplementary 
reading and writing oppor-
tunities in their community.   
Often, libraries, bookstores, 
colleges, and universities 
offer programs and services 
that may be of interest to 
verbally talented children.   
Such prospects might in-
clude summer or Saturday 
classes at a local college for 
children interested in crea-
tive writing, journalism, 
science fiction, fantasy liter-
ature, or a foreign language. 
Families of verbally talented 
children may also want to 
consider establishing their 
own reading and writing 
groups for those with similar 
abilities and interests.    

Adapted from: “Understanding 
Verbal Talent – An Interview 
with Penny Kolloff, Ph.D.”   
Talent.   Northwestern Univer-
sity, Spring 2005. as reprinted 
at http://
www.ctd.northwestern.edu/
resources/downloads/
talentS05.pdf 

SEARCH News:  Verbal Talent in Children    Julie Ciardiello 
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Verbally talented 

children:  

Read well:   They read avid-

ly and at more advanced lev-
els than their age peers.   

Have advanced vocabular-
ies.:  Verbally talented chil-
dren have a prowess with 
words that is often clearly 
evident in their writing and 
oral language.   

Write well:  This is often a 
reflection of their reading 
experiences.   Verbally talent-
ed children may write for 
pleasure, branching into areas 
of writing not typical of their 
age peers such as poetry, dra-
ma, reviews, and journals.    

Physical Education News  Brian McPherson, Chris Lose, and Kim Grimes 

PE is has been off to a great start so far this school 
year.  In October, the first and second grade students 
began working on throwing and catching skills.  We 
played lots of games focusing on the underhand and 
overhand throws.  Third, fourth, and fifth grade stu-
dents began learning about the Five Components of 
Fitness and how they can use them to help make their 
bodies healthier and stronger.  They also finished up 
their football unit and began a unit on basketball.  
Please remember as the weather gets colder that stu-
dents need to have sneakers or appropriate shoes for 

PE.  If they are going to wear boots, it is helpful to 
put sneakers in their backpack to change into before 
PE.Also, running club has been off to a great start 
with over 100 students consistently attending.  Re-
member that we will be outside as long as possible, so 
if the weather is above 32 degrees and dry, we are on 
the track.  Students need to wear layers and they can 
take them off if they get warm.  Also, please try to 
park at the upper parking lot and let them come 
down the hill so as to avoid traffic problems in the 
lower lot. 



Reading aloud to children is one 
of the best ways to help them dis-
cover the joy of reading. It’s nev-
er too early or too late to start. 
All children, even infants and 
teens, can benefit from listening 
to you read aloud. 

Research shows that families play 
an important role in children’s 
reading success. By reading aloud 
with your children and encourag-
ing them to read on their own, 
you are helping them become 
better readers, better listeners, 
and better students. You are also 
helping them build vocabulary 
and language skills as well as help-
ing them gain knowledge about 
the world around them. When 
you read aloud together, children 
learn quickly that reading is im-
portant. And most of all they 
learn that reading is fun! 

Reading is more than just making 
sense of words on a page. It’s an 
adventure! It’s a chance to explore 
new places, discover new things, 
and meet new people. And it’s 
something you and your children 
can do together. Reading aloud 
can be a special time for you and 
your children to bond. You can 
cuddle together as you share sto-
ries, laugh at silly characters, root 
for heroes, and wag your fingers at 
villains. You’ll get to know each 
other better as you talk about what 
you read. Most of all, you’ll feel 
satisfied knowing that you’re help-
ing your children develop a life-
long habit of reading. 

Reading aloud can be done any-
where, anytime, and with al-
most any book. 

Even before they know what 
words are, children benefit from 
watching and listening to you read 
aloud. Within their first year, 
they’re able to learn basic language 
and reading concepts, such as how 
to hold a book and that you’re 
reading words, not pictures. The 
earlier children grasp these con-
cepts, the easier they learn to read 
when they’re ready.  

Continue reading aloud to children 
even after they’re reading on 
their own. Reading aloud should 
now be an even more enjoyable 
experience because you can do it 
together. Encourage your child to 
read aloud as often as possible. 
Listen attentively and offer posi-
tive feedback as he/she improves. 

Older children and teens also 
benefit when you read aloud to 
them. Reading aloud together 
gives them an opportunity to 
read interesting books that might 
be too difficult for them to tackle 
on their own. It’s a great way to 
motivate older readers to im-
prove vocabulary and reading 
skills. They’ll want to read more 
about their favorite topics, and 
they’ll want to learn how to do it 
on their own.  

 

The Importance of Reading Aloud  Stephanie Fidler 

and Maria Zambanini 
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Did you know?  

*Students who read the most 

also read the best, achieve the 
most, and stay in school the long-
est. 

*Repeated picture book reading 

of the same book (at least 3 
times) increases vocabulary ac-
quisition by 15 to 40 percent and 
the learning is relatively perma-
nent. 

*Reading aloud increases the 

attention span. It nurtures atten-
tion to sound, pictures, detail 
and narrative. 

Quick tips on 

reading aloud! 

*Take books everywhere (the 
car, bus, doctor’s office), and 
make the most of every mi-
nute. 

*Read everyday items aloud: 

food labels, maps, menus, ce-
real boxes, road signs, cata-
logs, and newspapers. 

*Ask your local librarian to 

help you find books that meet 
your child’s interests and 
needs. 

*Set up a home library. A few 

books on a special shelf is a 
great start. And it doesn’t have 
to be expensive—used-book 
stores, yard sales, and flea mar-
kets sell books that children 
will treasure for years.  

Adapted from the Reading is Fundamental 
website at www.rif.org and The Read 
Aloud Handbook by Jim Trelease  

http://www.rif.org


 

Welcome to Pinebrook Elementary where we believe 

that today's students are tomorrow's leaders! 

Pinebrook is located in Kirkpatrick Farms and is sur-

rounded by majestic mountains and rolling meadow 

land. At Pinebrook everyone is included, everyone is 

challenged and everyone is successful. Every teacher 

is a team member, every parent is a partner, every 

lesson is a learning opportunity and every day is an 

event to celebrate.  

 

Pinebrook Elementary School 
25480 Mindful Court  

Aldie, VA  20105  

Phone: (703) 957-4325 
Fax: (703) 542-7178 
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